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EDITORIAL 


Responsible Economics or Chaos 


Why should a Christian journal concern it- 
self with economics? For the simple reason 
that the Bible gives us sound advice on money, 
its place and use. 


The Bible tells us that the love of money 
is the root of all evil. It tells us that seeking 
God and His righteousness is of first importance 
and that economic problems are only solved 
aright when God is put first in our lives. 


The Bible also teaches that God holds us 
responsible for the money we have, that a part 


of it is to be used in the maintaining of the 


work of the Church and in promoting the ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom of God in the world. 


We find multiplied references to honesty and 
dishonesty in the Scriptures. One of the ten 
commandments deals specifically with stealing— 
whether it be money, time or anything else. 


We do not believe the Church, as such, is 
expected to make pronouncements on economic 
matters. But, we do believe every Christian is 
vitally concerned with them, not only in his 
personal life but also in the life of the nation. 


For that reason, we believe the advice of 
sound economists (as over against theorists 
whose chief dealing with money has been the 
spending of their pay checks while they teach 
the theory of economics from a university chair) , 
should be given every consideration by Chris- 
tians. 


A few days ago Mr. Bernard Baruch bluntly 
told the President and the nation that a tax cut 
at this time would be the height of folly. Later 
he suggested that, if necessary, taxes should be 
raised. On the other hand ex-President Truman 
has urged a tax cut of five billion dollars, 
ignoring the inevitable inflationary effect of 
such an action. 


Both cannot be right, but we hear the voices 
of countless individuals, politicians and other- 
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wise, asking for tax cuts, increased federal 
spending, and a dozen other schemes for “‘prim- 
ing the pump”, schemes which would land an 
individual or a business firm either in jail or 
in the hands of a court of bankruptcy. Already 
more than half the value of the American dollar 
has been eaten away by inflation and this in- 
flation is the result of an economic policy in 
vogue for a quarter of a century and which has 
been the height of folly. 


We believe the present tax rates are a national 
evil. No nation has a right to confiscate prop- 
erty, as is the case in the higher tax brackets. 


These tax rates are in part the result of po- 


litical expediency, the greed of the average 
individual, and a prodigal waste of money by 
succeeding administrations. But, they are a les- 
ser evil than prolonged deficit spending. 


The economy of the free world revolves 
around the American dollar. Should there be 
further erosion of its value through deficit 
spending, inexcusable waste and increased in- 
debtedness, the entire economic structure of 
the free world could topple with resulting chaos. 


Does this mean that the needy should be 
permitted to starve? By no means, but it does 
mean that all of us should be willing to tighten 
our belts and forget the childish demand for a 
standard of living which far exceeds that of the 


world as a whole and which is in turn having — 


its devastating effect on the individual lives of 
our people. 


It also means that there should be such an 
outcry for honesty, efficiency and economy in 
government that those politicians whose votes 
are determined by expediency would take im- 
mediate and effective action. Congress ad- 
journed for the Easter holidays and it-is reported 
that its members went home to find out hot—— 
strong is the demand for tax cuts. 


We believe Christians should take a lead in 
demanding economic policies which are sound. 
based om proven business procedures, and that. 
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the preservation of the nation should be given 
priority over any group or bloc. 


We believe that profits should be maintained 


to a bare minimum in time of emergency such 
as this. We believe that organized labor, in- 
stead of demanding wage increases, should join 
in this movement to preserve our national 
economy. 


In some measure we have helped talk our- 
selves into the present recession. But our gravest 
mistake has been that of embarking on a course 
of controlled economy in which the law of 
supply and demand is ignored. No group should 
look indefinitely to the government for support 
in their particular line of business, for a prop 
here and a prop there but lead to additional 
props as time goes on. 


That some men and women are now out of 


work is a stark reality. They are the victims 


of a calamity not of their own making. But 
their eventual plight will be far worse if they, 
along with the rest, are dragged down by a 
chaos which is the result of unsound economic 
policies. 


_ We believe it is the duty of the Christian 
to share that which he has with those less for- 
tunate, particularly those of the household of 
faith. We further believe that he, as a citizen, 
should set a personal example and also demand 
of those who represent him in the legislative 
halls that our laws shall conform to the known 
laws of economics the violation of which mean 


- inevitable national insolvency and chaos. 


L.N.B. 


Strength in the Soul: 
Inside Braces 


“Strengthenedst me with strength in my soul” 
Psalm 138:3 


Strength of soul is more important than 
strength of body. We wish our bodies to be 
strong. I had a bad spell of gastritis lately and 
I believe I have never been weaker except when 
I had typhoid fever. It is a terrible feeling to 
be that weak physically. 


Do many of us think of how tragic it is to 
have a weak soul? Yet I am afraid that this 
Is more common than weakness of body. ‘Two 

were talking. One, whom we will call 


Tom, said to his friend who was a congress- — 
man—John, how could you vote the way you 
did? You knew it was wrong. John replied, 
Yes, I knew it was wrong, but the pressure was 
so great I had to vote the way I did. Man, 
where were the “inside braces” said his friend. 
When we read how some people have voted 
and acted we, too, would say, where are the 
inside braces? Where is their strength of soul? 


Only God can give us this sort of strength. 
Be strong; be made strong, in the Lord and in 
the power of His might. How often God urges 
people to be strong! Only be thou strong and 
very courageous that thou mayest observe to 
do all that is written in the book of the law, 
said God to Joshua as he began his work as 
leader. 


How much our leaders today need this ex- 
hortation: we see a great deal of moral and 
spiritual weakness in high places. We are 
shocked and shamed by the revelations that 
come as some investigating committee uncovers 
the past records of men. We feel like saying, 
Where are the inside braces? 


Such strength in the soul is not only needed 
in politics and business; it is needed in the 
church. Where would the church be today if 
Martin Luther had not had some strength of 
soul? The church is always in danger from 
outside pressure. Let us look well to our inside 


braces. 


God or Success? ? P 


Each of us needs to remind himself con- 
tinually that we worship the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we are not to 
make success our god. The Christian is a dis- 
ciple of Him Who took the form of a servant 
and was obedient to His gracious Father even 
unto death and that the death of the Cross, 
he is not to be a disciple of that Nazi Leader 
who declared that success was the only earthly 
measure of right or wrong. 

There is a vital implication of the great 
Protestant doctrine of justification at this point. 


It is not my place to justify myself by what the 
world calls success.) Nor do I have to build 
myself up by running the other man down. 
After all I am an unworthy sinner. How can 
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I justify myself? And I am a believer in Christ, 
why need I justify myself? IT Is GOD WHO 
JUSTIFIETH, who is he that condemneth? 


Again, let us be content with what we have 
for He has said, I will never leave thee or 
forsake thee, that is, I will never fail to uphold 
thee, I will never desert thee or leave thee in 
the lurch. Trusting ourselves to His merciful 
care, let us be content with whatever measure 
of success he has been pleased to give us in our 
several fields of service. For godliness with 
contentment is great gain. With the eye of 
faith, Calvin saw the sovereign hand of the 
gracious Father so clearly that he wisely warned 
against that noxious pest of ambition for suc- 
cess or glory in this world. Whenever a man 
thinks he has to become a success he is likely 
to trim his sails and turn every way to please 
all of those with’ whom he has to do, and in 
the end be discounted by all for his tergiver- 
Sations. 


When young William Plumer Jacobs went as 
pastor of the little Presbyterian Church in Clin- 
ton, S. C., God impressed upon him the word 
which He had spoken concerning Baruch, the 
servant of Jeremiah. “Thou desirest great 
things for thyself, desire them not. But thy 
life I will give thee.” As a result, there are 
few ministers whose life service has borne as 
much lasting fruit as did that of Dr. Jacobs. 
May we also worship his God, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and trust Him 
to give us whatever measure of usefulness and 
success He decides is best for us, for all about 
us .. . and for the glory of His own grace as 
that is revealed in Jesus Christ. 

W.C.R. 
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_Let’s Give 
BECAUSE God loves a cheerful giver. 


BECAUSE He which soweth sparingly shall 
reap also sparingly, and he which 


soweth bountifully shall reap also 


bountifully. (II Cor. 9:6) 


BECAUSE Giving to the Lord is the Christian’, 
privilege, not merely his duty. 


BECAUSE To UNRICH ourselves of world, 
goods is to ENRICH ourselves in 
heavenly treasure. 


And Tithe 


BECAUSE The Lord gives us title to nine-tenths 
of our possessions but makes us stew- 


ards of His for the other tenth. 


BECAUSE God claims the tenth as holy unto 
Himself. (Lev. 27:30) 


BECAUSE God puts the brand of the robber 
on the withholder of His tenth. 
(Mal. 3:8) 


BECAUSE America’s depressions and_ business 
upsets have been in large part caused 
by the failure of God’s people to 
give God His part. (Mal. 3:9) 


BECAUSE God challenges us to “prove” Him §— 


by tithing and tithers have repeat- 
edly testified that He does not fail. 
(Mal. 3:10) 


BECAUSE The tithe is fair to rich and pool 
alike. Percentage, not amount. (I! 
Cor. 8:12-15) 


BECAUSE Jacob in Genesis 28:22 made a prom: 
ise and we, as God’s children, mus! 
either reject or confirm that promise. 


Ask your own conscience the question. Am 
I doing my just part unto the Lord? You 
conscience will give you the answer, if you will 
listen. R. LeC. 


“Blessed Is the Man Whom 
Thou Chasteneth” 


The trials of Job are worthy of study because 
“man that is born of woman is of few days and 
full of trouble.” David found that kings are not 
immune to tribulations and Isaiah described the 
coming Messiah as a “‘man of sorrows, acquainted 
with grief.” 


Any person who has not experienced heatt- 
aches has much to learn from God. Many times 
we see good people suffering and Paul, some- 
times credited with writing Hebrews, tells us 
in that Book, “Whom the Lord loveth, He 
chasteneth.” John confirmed this in Revelation 
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with almost the identical words, quoting our 
Lord, ‘“‘As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.” 


Under conditions that try men’s souls, we 
sometimes wonder why, as Cowper wrote, “God 


moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to 


perform.” The best explanation is, He is test- 
ing our faith. Personal tragedies overwhelm 
us and disasters strike us down and as we fall 
to our knees we pray. Our first prayer is a 


cry for mercy. But the proper prayer is a plea 


for faith, more faith, stronger faith so that we 
may understand. 


Few men could live under the strain Elijah 
endured in his long struggle with two of the 
worst characters in the Bible. Living in a 
mountain cave, Elijah perhaps cried out, “Oh 
Lord, what else?” when a terrible wind rent 
the rocks, an earthquake shook the mountain 
and a fire swept by. God was not in the wind, 
the earthquake or fire, but He spoke to Elijah 
and it was a still small voice. In your darkest 
hour, if you will listen, this voice will speak 
to you. Have faith: pray “I believe, help thou 
mine unbelief,” and you will be able to sing 
with David, “Blessed is the man whom Thou 
chasteneth.” Faith only will heal the wound 
and dry the tears. 

Ralph Brewer 


-Narrow-Mindedness 
By Roy L. Smith 
The PREACHER is sometimes accused of 


being narrow-minded because he insists upon 
the Christian forsaking all to follow Christ. . 


But all of life is narrow, and success is to be 
found only by passing through the narrow gate 


and down the straitened way. 


There is no room for broad-mindedness in 
the chemical laboratory. Water is composed of 
two parts hydrogen and one part oxygen. The 
slightest deviation from this formula is for- 
bidden. 


There is no room for broad-mindedness in 
music. There can only be so many notes in a 
measure. The skilled director will not permit 
his first violin to put even so much as an extra 
thirty-second note in the music. 


There is no room for broad-mindedness in 
the mathematics classroom. Neither geometry, 
calculus, nor trigonometry allows any variation 
from exact accuracy, even for old time’s sake. 
The solution to the problem is either right or 
wrong. No tolerance there. | 


There is no room for broad-mindedness in 
biology. One varying result out of a thousand 
experiments will invalidate an entire theory. 


APRIL 30, 1958 


There is no room for broad-mindedness on 
the athletic field. ‘The game is played according 
to the rules, with no favors shown for charity’s 
sake. 


There is no room for broad-mindedness in 
the garage. The mechanic there says that the 
piston rings must fit the cylinder walls within 
one two-thousandth part of an inch. Even be- 
tween friends there cannot be any variation if 


the motor is to run smoothly. 


How, then, shall we expect that broad- 
mindedness shall rule in the realm of religion 


and morals? 
—War Cry 


The 1958 Vacation Fund 


The Vacation Fund has been in operation for 
many years helping to make possible the com- 
ing of underpaid mission workers to one of 
our summer conference grounds. ‘The Fund 
is not in the Assembly’s budget and will never 
seek to be included. ‘The money which it uses 


annually comes from individuals who send it 


on a purely voluntary basis. 


In 1957, approximately one hundred workers 
were invited to Montreat, Mo-Ranch or Massa- 
netta Springs through grants from the Vacation 
Fund. One of these who serves a mountain mis- 
sion field, writes as follows: 


“I want you to know how much the vacation 
meant to me. This was my first real vacation 
and I did not realize how much it was needed 
until I got away. I hope there is a way for 
those who made this gift possible to know that 
I am deeply grateful.” 


The file of the Vacation Fund contains dozens 
of such letters, each one desiring to have the 
donors know how much their gifts had meant 
to workers whose family budgets do not make 
possible any vacation away from home. 


If the reader feels that this is a worthy use 
of money which he dedicates to the Lord, then 
he is invited to share in the 1958 Vacation Fund. 
Last year’s gifts for this purpose ranged all the 
way from five to two hundred fifty dollars. Any _ 
amount is appreciated. We are entirely depend- 
ent upon this appeal reaching the hearts of 
generous individuals. Except for a few letters 
being sent to former donors, this is the only 
call that will be made for 1958. Those who 
desire to have a part in this quiet ministry are 
asked to make check payable to “The Vacation 
Fund” and mail to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Treasurer, 
P. O. Box 358, Montreat, North Carolina. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Universal Religion 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Every devout Christian hopes that Christi- 
anity may become a universal religion—universal 
in the sense of a geographical expansion 
throughout all the world. To some minds this 
can occur only if Christianity discards its con- 
crete particularity and becomes universal in the 
philosophic sense of a generic universal. Such, 
for example, is the opinion of Professor William 
Ernest Hocking in his recent volume The Com- 
ing World Civilization. 


“The day of private and local religions is 
over,” he says (p.80). “Jealous gods and chosen 
people are normal chiefly within an accepted 
polytheism no longer thinkable.’”’ Although the 
word local in the first sentence seems to have 
as its antithesis a geographical universality, the 
second sentence shows clearly that a generic 
universality is his desideratum. 


This becomes entirely clear ten pages later. It 
might seem that Christianity is definitely com- 
mitted to the historic person of Christ. The 
Scriptures teach, “He that loseth his life for my 


sake, the same shall save it.” But Dr. Hocking 


rids us of the particularity by a reinterpretation: 
“In this expression, the words, for my sake, in- 
dicate an essential factor of the thought; namely, 
the affirmative power of a purposeful devotion” 
(p.90). It cannot be denied that ‘the affirma- 
tive power of a purposeful devotion” is a uni- 
versal, a universal so abstract and so general 
that it can well cover the devotion of Khrushchev 
in purposefully working himself up to undis- 
puted dictatorship. Or if this is too strong a 
reply, at least it may be said that nothing of 
Christ’s original meaning remains. 


In fact, nothing of Christ remains. For the 
prophesied, virgin-born, miracle-working, and 
risen Christ there has been substituted a merely 
human teacher. Read the following quotation 
carefully. “The good faith of a religion will 
then appear in its appeal to experience, first 
that of its prophet as an example of his own 
teaching, then that of each believer. For Chris- 
tianity this means that God’s work and love 
are perceivable by each human being—not as 
past history—but in his own way and context 
and time. ‘Behold I stand at the door and 
knock: if any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me.’ The ‘any man’ is 
significant. “To make these words good, the 
being who speaks them—here called ‘the Spirit’ 
—must be, as the man of Nazareth could not 
be, omnipresent in space and time” (p.98). 
This removal of Christ from Christianity—the 
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Christ of the New ‘Testament—becomes still 
clearer as we proceed. 


The reduction of Christ to a teacher and the 
denial of his omnipresence would seem to imply 
a rejection of the Incarnation. But Dr. Hock. 
ing does not reject doctrines: he generalizes 
them. “The doctrine of Incarnation (note the 
omission of the definite article) could be de- 
fined as a generality whose role it is to escape 
from generality, accepting the responsibility of 
the universal for realization in the particular” 
(p.180-181). What a beautiful Christmas theme 
this makes! 


Faith in a universal religion, that is, faith in 
a common quality that can be found in all par- 
ticular religions, requires considerable alteration 
in the idea of God as well as of Christ. It 
requires a different view of faith also. “The 
deep naturalness of Christianity grows on me as 
I write. . . . To much of the modern spirit, 
and indeed to the robust self-confidence of 
normal humanity, Christianity has seemed, and 
seems, unnaturally preoccupied with the ideas 
of sin. And I would stand with the firm human 
sense of right in the cosmos, ready to call God 
to account as well as to be called to account: 
whoever and whatever is responsible for my ex- 
istence must respond to my just demand that 
existence-as-aspiring- being shall not be a con- 
demnation to futility” (p.104). 


But far from being natural to robust self- 
confidence, the Christian view of man is that 
of a lost and miserable sinner who has no 
ground on which to call God to account for 
anything. “Thou wilt say unto me, Why doth 
he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his 
will? Nay, but, O man, who art thou that 
repliest against God? Shall the thing formed 
say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made 
me thus?” 


However, if one accepts the ideal of a unt 


versal religion, a religion of the generic quality 


in all religions, one must accept a natural re- 
ligion. Therefore Dr. Hocking says, “The faith 
of the Christian is continuous with the nature: 
faith by which all men live” (p.113). It is by 
this idea of continuity that the author is able 
to identify the essence of Buddhism with the 
essence of Christianity. The historical particu: 
larities of the two religions are relatively un- 
important in contrast with their. essential 
identity. | 

“Thus understood, the Only Way, so far as 
its essence has by valid induction achieved 
finality, is no longer the Way that marks one 
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religion from all others: it is the Way already 
present in all, either explicitly or in ovo. The 
several universal religions are already fused. to- 
gether, so to speak, as top. ... re 
ligions of mankind—Buddhism not excluded— 
are already one religion” (ital his; p. 149). 


To justify this merging of all particular re- 
ligions into an empty abstraction, Professor 
Hocking asserts that “Affirmation is: not ex- 
clusion. . . . Christian faith does not present 
itself as an hypothesis competing with other 
“This Way isa way of peace.’ 
As affirmative, it is not exclusive” (p.138). But 
when Jesus said, “No man cometh unto the 
Father but by me,” his affirmation was com- 
pletely exclusive. 


What then can such a universal religion offer 
us. On this point Dr. Hocking is definite. This 
religion, he says, “will promise him no escape 
from pain and ill fortune; it will offer him 
the Cross—his own” (p.188). Thus it turns 
out that the universal religion teaches that each 
man must bear his own sins in his own body 
on the tree. It is indeed a religion of despair. 


But Christianity is a religion of salvation and 
has nothing in common with this Buddhism. 


Paul and His Friends at Rome 
ROMANS 16-1:24 


_ By Rev. Cothran G. Smith, D.D. 


This chapter full of its strange and obscure 
names is part of our New Testament. When 
first read aloud among the little Christian 


group it must have kindled keenest interest. 


By the light of the candle or the little flicker- 
ing lamp see the face of this slave, or this poor 
woman, or this converted Gentile whose name 


- IS mentioned in Paul’s letter and read his 


thought: “How kind of Paul to remember me! 
What a help it is to know that the holy apostle 
with all the care of all the churches upon him, 
living as he does in the midst of plots and 
perils, yet finds time to think of me and pray 
for me. If I be dear to him, must not I be 
dear to his Lord and mine?” 


PAUL’S AFFECTION — THE LAW OF 
CHRISTIAN LOVE. Christians needed each 
other’s help in those.days. They were as lambs 
in the midst of wolves, torches beaten upon by 
the storm of persecution and blown out by the 
winds of worldliness, upheld by love in the 
midst of a perverse and crooked generation. 
“Be kindly affectioned one to another with 
brotherly love, in honor preferring one an- 
other.” Romans 12:10. ‘See how these Chris- 
tians love one another,’ the envious heathen 
said. Would they do so now? Would they find 


this sort of affection among us here? ‘They 


loved one another and their great apostle set 
them the finest example. With all the greatness 
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of his mind, we marvel here at the greatness 
of his heart. These people were his children, 
his treasures, his great reward. Let this list 
of more than 20 names teach us the duty of 
a wider sympathy, more tender regard for all 
men and especially a living memory of our 
brethren in the household of faith. 


PAUL’S REGARD FOR CHRISTIAN 
WOMEN — THE GLORY OF CHRISTIAN 


WOMANHOOD. In this chapter alone, seven 


women, Phebe, Priscilla, ‘Iryphena, Tryphosa, 
Persis, Julia, the sister of Nereus, the mother of 
Rufus, whom Paul, in tender memory of her 
kindness, calls also his own mother—all are 
recognized with words of gentleness and praise. 
Do we recognize the vast debt we owe to the 
work of women? Although women today do 
more than men in quiet charity, tending the 
sick, teaching the young, visiting the poor, al- 
though they are more patient, thorough, tender, 
skillful, self-denying, painstaking than the vast 
majority of men in Christian service, yet their 
needs and their gifts are far less appreciated 
than they deserve. Paul recognizes woman, the 
sister and helpmate of man,—two voices in 
counsel, two builders by the hearthside, two 
helpers in the tangled business of the world 
and in the sublime tasks of the Kingdom. 


PAUL’S ESTIMATION OF SLAVES—DIG- 
NITY OF MAN IN THE SIGHT OF GOD. 


Many here greeted by Paul and encouraged, 


were poor men and slaves. It is the nature of 
the world to flatter great men. The slave was 
a poor fellow who might be starved or branded, 
or flung to the fish if he broke a crystal vase. But 
with God, great men and small are fellow pas- 
sengers toward the grave. In a few short breaths, 
Nero might be forgotten while the slave is 
carried by angels into riches of glory untold. 


PAUL’S DISCRIMINATION — VARIETY 
OF GIFTS AND SERVICES IN THE KING- 
DOM. Even between good and holy men there 
is a difference. Paul gives words of praise ap- 


propriate to each. Phebe is “a servant of the 


church.” vs 1. Priscilla and Aquila (the wife 
put first as nearly always, because she happened 
to be the more able and active of the two) have 
risked their necks for Paul. Vs 4. Epaenetus is 
“well beloved.” vs 5. Mary ‘bestowed much 
labor.”” vs 6. Andronicus and Julia were fel- 
lowprisoners. vs 7, and were older in the service 


of Christ. So God bestows on us different gifts 


and expects of us different forms of service. 
We must each of us do what we can, not envious 
of others, living with our own consciences, 
faithful to owr duty as God shows us our duty. 


PAUL’S MESSAGE MAKES THESE PEO- 
PLE EVER MEMORABLE—IMMORTALITY 
OF GOD’S SERVANTS. From the obscure and 
totally forgotten dead these names shine out 
touched by the glory of their faithfulness to 
Paul and devotion to Paul’s great Master. 
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The Bible’s Teaching About Its Own Inspiration 


By M. A. Hopkins, Th.M., D.D. 


The first chapter of the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith is headed “Of The Holy Scrip- 
ture,’ thus indicating that the framers of the 
Confession considered the Scriptures of basic 
importance as the source of all Christian belief 
and doctrine. Section II of the same chapter 
states very definitely that the Bible consists 
of the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 
27 books of the New ‘Testament, and none 
others, making this plain by adding a list of 
the names of the individual books. The Bible, 
thus constituted, is God’s inspired revelation 
of Himself and His will to men. 


But this at once raises the question: How 
do we know that the Bible is God’s inspired 
revelation? The standard works on_ the- 
ology, and such books as L. Gaussen’s 
THEOPNEUSTIA and Dr. Warfield’s REVE- 
LATION AND INSPIRATION, adequately 
deal with the subject. But the average believer 
does not have access to nor the time to read 
such technical books. Surely there must be a 
more simple and direct method of dealing with 
this subject of basic importance, a method 
that is accessible to every Christian, and will 
prove satisfying to all who use it. This article 
is an attempt to state this simple method. 


The Bible is divided into the Old and New 
Testaments; and the New Testament is sub- 
divided into the Four Gospels, Acts, Epistles, 
and the Revelation. Let us see what the Bible 
itself has to say about the inspiration of these 
several parts. 


I. The Inspiration of the Old Testament. 


Every time our Lord and His apostles refer 
to the Scriptures they mean the Old Testament 
of their time, which was the same as it is in 
our day. An examination of all the references 
would be beyond the scope of this article. So 
we will limit ourselves to a few salient refer- 
ences. 


In II Tim. 3:16 we read: “All Scripture is 
inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work.” In 
these verses Paul was referring to all the 39 
books of the Old Testament. He obviously did 
not refer to the 27 books of the New Testament 
for at that time the New Testament had not 
been completed. 


Hebrews 1:1-2 says that in the Old Testa- 
ment God spoke to men by the prophets, and 
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in the New Testament by His Son. Again in 
II Peter 1:21 we read: ‘“‘No prophecy ever came 
by the impulse of man, but men moved by the 
Holy Spirit spoke from God.” 


I Cor. 2:9-16 is another important passage. 
In it Paul describes three successive steps in 
the transmission of truth from the heart of 
God to the heart of man. These steps are: 


REVELATION, the act of God the Holy Spirit 


imparting to the writers of the Bible, truth 
incapable of being discovered by man’s unaided 
reason (2:9-12); INSPIRATION, the act of 
God the Holy Spirit enabling believers as they 
read the Bible to understand the truths given 
by revelation and written down by inspiration 
(2:14-16). 


II. The Inspiration of the New Testament. 


But since the above references are limited 
to the Old Testament, what about the inspira- 
tion of the New Testament? Our Lord in 
His last discourses with His disciples on the 
eve of the crucifixion did not leave us in any 


doubt on this subject. Every part of the New 


Testament is covered as we shall see from 
the following headings and references. 


1. The Inspiration of the Four Gospels. 


In John 14:26 Our Lord said: “But the 


Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, He will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said to you.’”’ Here our Lord guar- 
antees the inspiration of the Four Gospels. All 
the teachings of Christ, His discourses, His 
conversations, His prayers are included. Fifty 
years later all these were as vivid to John’s 
mind as when he first heard them from the 
lips of Him who spoke as never man spoke. 
What: was true of John applies equally to the 
other three Evangelists. All remembered and 
wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 


2. The Inspiration of the Acts. 


In John 15:26,27 we read: “But when the 
Counselor comes, whom I shall send to you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, who 
proceeds from the Father, He will bear wit- 
ness to me; and you also are witnesses, because 
vou have been with me from the beginning.” 
Now the Book of Acts is the book of witness 
as we see from Acts 1:8: ‘But you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jeru- 
salem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the 
end of earth.” 
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The witness of the apostles and the witness 
of the Holy Spirit were not two separate wit- 


nesses, but one witness carried on by the Holy 


Spirit through the apostles as His instruments. 
This interpretation is confirmed by Acts 5:32: 
“And we are witnesses to these things, and 
so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to 
those who obey Him.” The presence and power 
of the Holy Spirit so permeate the Book of 
Acts that Dr. A. T. Pierson called it “The 
Acts of the Holy Spirit.” The Holy Spirit is 
mentioned in Acts about forty times. All that 
is recorded in Acts was done and said under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 


3. The inspiration of the Epistles. 


In John 16:12-15 we read: “I have yet many 
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. When the Spirit of truth comes, He will 
guide you into all the truth; for He. will not 
speak on His own authority, but whatever He 
hears He will speak, and He will declare to 
you the things that are to come. He will 
glorify me, for He will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. All that the Father has is 
mine; therefore I said that He will. take what 
is mine and declare it to you.” 


Acts is the history of the establishing of 
many churches by the Apostles Peter and Paul 
and their co-workers; in the Epistles we have 
the letters of instruction written to these 
churches for their spiritual guidance. These 
21 Epistles contain the truth into which our 
Lord said the Spirit of truth would guide His 
church. Our Lord’s word guarantees the plenary 
inspiration of this whole body of revealed 
truth for the church of all ages. This body 


of truth belongs to the Father, and to the Son, 


and is declared through the Spirit — it is 
stamped with the seal of the Triune God. 


4. The Inspiration of the Revelation. 


In John 16:13.we read: “And He will de- 
clare to you the things that are to come.” 
In Rev. 1:1 we read of “the things which must 
shortly come to pass”; in Rev. 1:19 John is 
told to write “the things which shall come 
to pass after these things’; and in Rev. 4:2 
we read: “I will show you the things which 
must come to pass after these things.” We 


Should include under “the things that are to 


come” not only the Revelation, but all the pro- 
phetic parts of the New Testament. Only God 
knows the future, and only through His Spirit 
has He ever revealed it to men. Read carefully 
Isaiah 46:9-11. And so in II Peter 1:19 we 
have “the prophetic word made more sure, to 
which you are doing well to pay attention, as 
to a lamp shining in a dark place.” | 


Thus we see that the Bible from Genesis 
to Revelation is guaranteed by our Lord Him- 
self in the last solemn sacred moments of His 
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life on earth to be the inspired record of God’s 
revelation of Himself and the way of salvation. 
It is therefore able to make us wise unto sal- 
vation through faith which is in Christ Jesus 
(II Tim. 3:15). Its grand aim is to glorify the — 
Lord Jesus, Jesus Christ (John 16:14), and 
to make Him known unto the uttermost part 
of the earth (Acts 1:8; Psalm 67:2). Let us 
then accept the Bible “not as the word of men, 
but as what it really iss THE WORD OF 
GOD” (I Thes. 2:13), and let us proclaim it 
with full assurance and authority — “THUS 
SAYS THE LORD.” 


When Christ the Saviour Entered 


(May be sung to the tune of Webb) 


When Christ the Saviour entered 
Into Jerusalem, 

He came with meekness claiming 
Messiah’s diadem. 

With palms of triumph waving 
The faithful ones did sing 

And little children chanted: 
Hosanna to the King. 


But when the faithless city 

Did not the Christ accept, — 

He saw their doom was coming 
And Christ the Saviour wept. 
Today, some still reject Him 
And scorn His blessed face, 
But we would now with praises 
Accept His saving grace. 


Upon the cross He suffered, 
His precious blood was shed, 
He died for guilty sinners 
And rose again from dead. 
The music of the gospel 
Inspires our hearts to sing 
With humble adoration: 
Hosanna to the King. 


The blessed Christ our Saviour, 
With crowns upon His brow, 
Will come some day in glory 
And every knee shall bow; 

Then with His faithful people, 
The ransomed from the Fall, 
We'll sing the praise of Jesus 
And crown Him Lord of all. 


—Carl McCurray, Ph. D. 


The Moody Bible Story Book — 


NOW SELLING AT $3.95 


@ Large, clear, easy-to-read type 

@ 639 pages (6x9 inches) 

@ 164 two-color illustrations 

@ Over 400 stories in short chapters 
@® Attractive full-color jacket 


ORDER FROM 
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Weaverville, N. C. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 18 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


God's People Tested 


Background Scripture: Numbers 13:17 - 24:45 
Devotional Reading: Hebrews 3:5-19 


At Sinai the children of Israel had been given the Law, both Moral and Ceremonial, in order that 


they might know how to worship the Lord and keep His commandments. 


The Tabernacle had been 


built and now they were ready to continue their journey to the land of Promise. They were organ- 
ized so that every man knew just where he belonged when the marching orders came. The Levites 
were given charge of the Tabernacle, and each tribe knew just where they were stationed. Trumpets 


were used to give the signals, and they were 
guided by the pillar of fire by night and the 
cloud in the day time. “And it came to pass 
when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise 
up, Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered; 
and let them that hate thee flee before thee. 
And when it rested, he said, ‘““Return, O Lord, 
unto the many thousands of Israel.”” They made 
a unique and truly remarkable army. 


They had some preliminary tests before the 
supreme test which is the subject of the lesson. 
These tests were very unsatisfactory. The people 
complained about almost everything: the mixed 
multitude longed for the fish and cucumbers 
-and melons and leeks and onions and _ garlic 
which they had enjoyed in Egypt. They seemed 
to forget all about the bitter bondage and suf- 
fering which they experienced in the land of 
captivity. Moses became displeased and _ dis- 
couraged and said, I am not able to bear all 
this people alone, because it is too heavy for me. 
Seventy elders were chosen to help him. The 
Lord sent quails in abundance to give them 
flesh to eat, for they were tired of the manna, 
the bread from heaven, which God had _ pro- 
vided. The eating of the quails brought a 
plague upon them. Even Aaron and Miriam 
turned against their brother. Miriam seemed 
to be the leader and was severely punished for 
this rebellion. 


They finally reach the wilderness of Paran, 
on the border of the land of Promise, about 
eleven days journey from Mount Sinai. God 
commands Moses to send twelve men, one for 
each tribe, to spy out the land. This was to 
be the great test. Would the children of Israel 
have the faith and courage to stand this test? 
In the book of- Hebrews (see Devotional Read- 
ing) the result is given in these words: “So 
we see that they could not enter in because 
of unbelief.” Three great sins mark their 
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failure: unbelief, disobedience, presumption. 
The story is familiar to us all; the account of 
the sending of the spies; the two reports brought 
back; the reaction of the people; their punish- 
ment; and finally, an act of presumption which 
brought defeat by the Amalekites and Canaan- 
ites. I wish to review the story and point out 
some valuable lessons for us; for these things 
are written for our learning. 


I. The Twelve Spies: 13:1-25. 


One was chosen from each of the _ twelve 
tribes. The only two worth remembering are 
Oshea, the son of Nun _ ,(Moses called him 
Joshua) for the tribe of Ephraim, and Caleb, 
the son of Jephunneh, for the tribe of Judah. 


These men searched the land from the wil- 
derness of Zin unto Rehob. When they came 
to Eshcol they cut down a branch with one 
cluster of grapes and bare it between’ two 
upon a staff. They also brought of the pome- 
granites and figs. They made a thorough search 
of the land for forty days. 


Il. The Two Reports: 13:26-33 and 14:6-8 


When a committee brings in a report it often 
happens that the members of the committee 
cannot agree, so two reports are brought back. 
This was the case with the twelve spies. All 
agreed as to the desirable character of the land, 


that it was a land that flowed with milk and . 


honey, and wonderful fruit. They all seemed 
to agree also that the inhabitants of the land 
were strong and well-fortified. At this point, 
however, the reports differ. Ten of the spies 
discouraged the people and said, we are not 
able to go up against the people; for they are 
stronger than we; and there we saw giants... 
and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, 
and so we were in their sight. Two of the 
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spies, aleb and Joshua, the people 
to go up at once and take the land; that they 
were able to overcome it. Then men saw the 
giants, and said, we are not able; two men 
saw the Lord, and said, we are able, if the Lord 


‘delights us. 


As is usually the case, the congregation ac- 
cepted the majority report. They wept and 
murmured, and said, Let us make a captain, 
and let us return into Egypt; and when Caleb 
and Joshua rent their clothes and urged them 
not to rebel against the Lord, but to go up 
and take the land, they were on the verge of 
stoning the two spies, when the glory of the 
Lord appeared in the tabernacle. ‘The Lord 
threatened to smite them and disinherit them, 
and make Moses a greater nation. 


Now we see Moses as an intercessor for his 
people. He pleads with the Lord to pardon 
them, saying, The Lord is longsuffering. and of 
great mercy, forgiving iniquity and_ transgres- 
sions . . . and the Lord said, I have pardoned 
according to thy word. However, there was a 
penalty attached to this pardon: all of the men 
twenty years old and upward, would perish in 
the wilderness, only Caleb and Joshua being 
kept alive to enter the land. For forty years— 
a year for each day they spent in spying 
out the land—they would wander in the wil- 
derness. The ten spies who brought in the evil 


report died by the plague. 


II. An Act of Presumption: 14:40-45. 


When they heard the penalty for their un- 
belief and disobedience, they reacted like chil- 
dren, and grown people, too, often act. They 
said, we will go up, for we have sinned. Moses 
warned them not to attempt this: Go not up 
for the Lord is not among you. But they pre- 
sumed to go up and were smitten before the 
Amalekites and Canaanites. The whole experi- 
ence at Kadesh-Barnea was a terrible one. (It 
would be well to read what Moses says about 
it in Deuteronomy, chapter 1). 


Now, for some lessons we can learn: 


I. The majority is not always right. Dr. 
Campbell Morgan makes a very strong state- 
ment in connection with this incident. If I 
remember correctly, he Says that in nine cases 
out of ten, the majority is wrong. This may 
be an overstatement, but we do know that in 
case after case, it is true. Take the tragic case 
of Christ. The majority were crying, crucify 
Him, crucify Him. 


If the majority is so often wrong what can 
we do? In the church and in the nation, the 

majority rules. When we vote we usually decide 
by a majority vote. In some cases the majority 
has to be two-thirds or three-fourths. This rule 
shows that we are recognizing the fact that the 
majority is often wrong, and that any sizable 
minority ought to be recognized. 
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If majorities are often wrong, then how care- 
ful we ought to be to have enlightened voters! 
Take our own country, for example. We have 
an increasingly large number of people who 


hardly know what they are voting for. A few 
skillful politicians can easily stampede them 
into voting for wrong things. Good, thoughtful 
people are “snowed under” and the result is 
that we get wrong men elected. 

There is danger, too, in our church courts. 
Are the meetings of our Assembly and Synod 
and Presbytery always clearly led by the Spirit 
of God? Some of us who are often in the mi- 
nority feel very unhappy at times because of 
some decision. We are accused of being “poor 
“sour grapes”. When a church court 
is guided by the Holy Spirit, then its decisions 
will be right: if it is swayed by passion or preju- 
dice, or even the eloquence of men, it may be 
in the wrong. 

2. Are we men and women of faith? Do we 
see only the giants, and fail to see the hand of 
God? Only two men out of twelve had faith 
to believe and follow God. We do not know 
whether there were any among the congregation 
who had faith, or not. We know that Moses 
had, and we presume that Aaron and some 
others had at least some faith. However, the 
whole congregation had to suffer. It is this way 
in the church. The church has often failed to 
“go up at once and possess the land.” If we 
had responded to the call for missionaries to 
Japan we might have been spared the horror 
of war with that nation. 

8. Intercessory Prayer is the highest form of 
praver. Moses is at his best when he is inter- 
ceding for his sinning nation. So was Abraham 
when he pleaded for Scdom; Nehemiah, Ezra, 
and Daniel: and our Great Intercessor as He 
praved in John 17 and as He intercedes for us 
at the throne of grace. 

4. We will utterly fail if we try to go up and 
take the land without the Lord. Sometimes the 
church has some project or plan which seems 
good, but the Lord is not with us or with the 
plan. Let us not make our plans and then 
expect Him to go with us. Let us be sure that 
we follow when He leads, but not run before 
He calls or without Him; wait for Him. 


CHRISTIAN TEACHERS WANTED — Greil 
School and High School, for Christian school 
operated by the West End Presbyterian 
Church. Contact Miss Carolyn Williams, 
Principal, 1600 Atlantic Street, Hopewell, Vir- 
ginia. Telephone CEdar 9-61 42. 


MONTREAT HOUSE FOR RENT—Garage Apart- 
ment—3 bedrooms, 2 baths, living-dining room, 
kitchen. Price: $100 for June, $300 for July- 
August. Write P. O. Drawer C., Montreat, N. C., 
Black Mountain NOrth 9-8448, or 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 18 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Getting Along With God 


Scripture: Hebrews 11:1-6 

Suggested Hymns— 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
“Break Thou the Bread of Life’ 
“Trust and Obey” 

Program Leader’s Introduction: 


In this program we are dealing with the most 
basic of all relationships. If we know how to 
get along with God, there will be no problem 
in getting along with ourselves and with others. 
The person who is properly related to God 
has met with success in the most fundamental 
sense. If we do not know God, all other achieve- 
ments are relatively worthless. (Read Mark 
8:34-37.) On the other hand, the person who 
knows God with both heart and mind has the 
most precious possession that one can have. 


Our speakers will suggest some tried and true 
ways of getting along with God. 


First Speaker: 


In order to know God and be properly re- 
lated to Him we must believe in Him and in 
His Son Jesus Christ. (Read Hebrews 11:6 and 
John 14:6.) Faith is important in our human 
relationship. We cannot call a person friend 
or claim to be his friend unless we believe in 
him. When we say that we believe in a friend, 
we mean that we actually put our trust in him. 
The faith which is pleasing to God and which 
relates us to Him must include trust. It is by 
faith that we are saved. (Read Ephesians 
2:8,9.) It is by believing in God’s Son that 
we become His children. (Read John 1:12.) 
It is by faith that we enter the family of God, 
and it is by faith that we continue as members 
of that family.» Without faith it is impossible 
to get along with God. 


Second Speaker: 

Another thing that is essential to getting along 
with God is prayer. Prayer is our means of 
communicating with God. Communication is 
certainly necessary in our human relationships. 
There is a very natural desire to express our 
thoughts and feelings to our earthly friends, and 
if we were to be denied the opportunity to 
communicate with our friends, it would be very 
detrimental to the friendship. It is God’s desire 
that we pray to Him. (Read Luke 18:1 and 
I Timothy 2:8.) He wants us to praise Him 
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and to make our desires known to Him. (Read 
Philippians 4:6.) He charges us to pray for 
each other and promises to honor our prayers. 
(Read James 5:16.) A prayer must be made in 
faith if it is to be honoring to God. A prayer 
without faith is mockery, but we have God's 
word that He will answer the prayer of faith. 
(Read Matthew 7:7-11 and 21:21, 22.) : 


Third Speaker: 

If we would get along with God, we must 
have a clear knowledge of His will for our 
lives and our salvation. This knowledge is 
revealed in the Bible, because the Bible is 
actually God’s word to us. (Read II Peter 
1:20, 21.) What is said here concerning the 
origin of prophecy can be said for the whole 
of the Scriptures. The Bible is given by in- 
spiration, and it is profitable for our spiritual 
development. (Read II Timothy 3:16, 17.) 


Since these things are true of the Scriptures, it 


behooves all Christians to be very diligent in 
reading and studying the Bible. (Read II Tim- 
othy 2:15.) When we speak of reading and 
studying the Scriptures we have in mind far 
more than the dutiful scanning of a few verses 
each day. If our Bible reading is to be most 
profitable, we must come to it in prayer and 
faith with a willingness to give our very best 
efforts to understanding what God has to say 
to us. If we read and study the Bible in this 
way, it will be af great help in getting along 
with God. 


Fourth Speaker: 


The gospel hymn “Trust and Obey” contains 
some very rich Christian truth. Real faith is. 
not to be found apart from obedience. When 
the Bible says of God that “without faith it is 
impossible to please Him”’, it is understood that 
the faith is the kind that produces obedience. 
Jesus said, “Ye are my friends, if ye do what- 
soever I command you.” John 15:14. Faith, 
prayer, and Bible study will result in our know- 
ing the will of God. As we come to know His 
will for our lives, we must do it. God does not 
give us knowledge just: to satisfy our curiosity, 
but in order that we may do His will and 
glorify Him. If we would get along with God, 
we must be obedient children. (Read I Peter 
1:14-16.) ‘There is no other way to be happy 
in Jesus, but to trust and obey.” 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


{ 
- 
| 
A | 
\ 
\ 
| 
\ 
\ 
\ 
} 
3 


CHILDRENS 


thoush? be was S2CK be CAKES EC, 
Rot Car ale of hes dinner He of} by - : 


APRIL 30, 1958 


Le kied 


(dobby WAS | very unhappy boy ; and that uras A 
SYrar2ge, fer he was usuacly Jolly anol of fur, 
bverybody liked Dobby. uct loday he was very 
because he had told his A lee, 
She telsered him. She had faith Jobb y 


and that made his lie hurt alt the more. 


himsedf ana tried te tink what he Should do, 
remembered 2 verse he had memore>- 
Col at dunday Sehool: we confess our S272S, Be 
fad end just forgive us sur S272S, 


Cleanse us from ‘(7 


He got he's An Loldl See he 
| a 


Sorry. Jhen he Kneurtpe next Step Zo lake, an 
werez % Lold Lhe she 


Put herarms aroundf and forgare him and 


Kissed Bobby WAS A happy boy 


SAYS he that maketh alse” Shad? not erter 
heaven.hen 2/27) “Dedrver my Soul, O Lord, from 
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Bible Study for 
Circle Leaders on 
“The Church in 


the New Testament’ 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith, 
Professor of Bible 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 


LESSON 6: An Obedient Church 
The Lesson in Outline: 


I. The Place of Obedience in the Christian 
Faith. 


A. Adam ’s Disobedience 


B. Christ’s Obedience and our Salvation— 
Romans 5:12-21; Phil. 2:8; Gal. 4:4-5 


C. Christ’s Obedience, Our Example — 
Phil. 2:5-8 
II. The Church and Obedience 


A. Disciples - measure of love - obedience - 
John 14:15 


B. Examples of Peter, Philip, Paul 


Pentecost - Acts 1:4 

Peter and John - Acts 4:19; 5:29 
Philip - Acts 8:26-40 

Peter and Cornelius - Acts 10:1-11:18 
Paul - Acts 26:12-20 


III. The Rule of Obedience - Christ the Sole 


Lawgiver in Zion - The Bible, the Only 


Infallible Rule of Faith and Practice 
I. The Place of Obedience in the Christian Faith 
A. Adam’s Disobedience 


The Place of obedience in the Christian Faith 
is seen from the very beginning of the Bible. 
The test given to Adam in the Garden of Eden 
was with respect to obedience. The whole point 
of this test was to bring man to a self-conscious 
act of obedience, not on the basis of his own 
reason, but purely on the basis of God’s Sover- 
eign command. Had man passed this test, we 
have every reason to believe that he would 
have been confirmed in righteousness, a life of 
obedience. 


We all know that he failed this test by a 
flagrant act of disobedience. The very essence 
of sin is “any want of conformity unto or 
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transgression of the law of God.” In_ other 
words, sin. either as a transgression or a lack of 
conformity to the law is disobedience to God. 
This being the case, the greatest need of the 
sinner is the removal of disobedience and the 
life of positive obedience. 


B. Christ’s Obedience 

The wonderful grace of the gospel is that 
God has provided in His Son One who has be- 
come a true Servant, who became obedient, 
even unto death. “When the fulness of time 
came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, that he might redeem 
them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons” (Gal. 4:4-5). In 
that Christ was born under the law He “hum- 
bled Himself, becoming obedient even unto 
death, yea the death of the cross...” (Phil. 
2:8). He fulfilled our obligation as the Second 
Adam (I Cor. 15:45,47). Whereas the first 


Adam had disobeyed and fallen, the Second 


Adam obeyed and earned life eternal. “For 
as through one man’s disobedience the many 
were made sinners, even so through the obedi- 
ence of the One shall the many be made right- 
eous’” (Rom. 5:19 Cf. 5:12-21). 


In His life Christ kept the Law of God per- 
fectly, thus earning for us the positive merits 
of the fulfilled Law. This is often called His 
active obedience. And then in His death, though 
He was without sin, yet He passively submitted 
Himself to the payment of the penalty due sin- 
ners, that He might redeem them from. their 
sins. This is known as His passive obedience. 
We needed both aspects of His obedience in 
our behalf, and God has graciously provided 
the answer to our needs in Christ Jesus. 


C. Christ’s Obedience, Our Example 

Next to the fact that Christ is our Saviour, 
He is our Example. In the passage in Philip- 
pians 2 where Paul describes the humiliation 
and work of Christ it is in support of the ex- 
hortation that we follow His example that he 
sets forth this description. “Have this mind in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, 
existing in the form of God .. . taking the 
form of a servant, being made in the likeness 
of men; and being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled Himself, becoming obedient, even 
unto death, yea, the death of the cross.” (Phil. 
2:5-8) . If Jesus our Head became obedient, then 
certainly the Church should also be character- 
ized by obedience to the will of God. Let us 
now examine how the New Testament Church 
was obedient. 
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II. The Church and Obedience 


A. Disciples Instructed in Obedience by 
Christ - John 14:15 


Often we think of obedience as motivated by 
fear of consequences for disobedience. ‘This 
is not the motive that Jesus sets forth to His 
disciples just before going to His death. He 
said, “If ye love me, ye will keep my command- 
ments” (John 14:15). John in I John 4:7-21 
teaches us that we cannot love God first, until 
we come to know of His love for us, and that 
the response to His love to us should be our 
love to Him and to our fellow men, which is 
the sum of the whole Law. As we study the 


lives of the disciples in the New Testament 
Church we find that the love of Christ con- 


strained them to love unto God (II Cor.). 
Truly if we know the love of God for us in 
Christ Jesus, love that sent Him into the world 
of sin, to die and lay down His life for sinful, 
hell-deserving sinners, then we will be moved 
to live for Him as the disciples were. 


B. Examples of the New Testament Obedience 


1. Pentecost 

In Acts 1:4 we read that “He charged them 
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 
the promise of the Father...” In obedience 
to this command of Christ the disciples re- 


mained in Jerusalem until the day of Pentecost 


when they received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Think of the blessing lost had they disobeyed 
the command of Jesus. The Church would 
not have been established as it was on that day 
with great power from on high. But, in obedi- 
ence to His command, the disciples did wait 
in Jerusalem, and, as a result, they received 
from Heaven itself the outpouring and baptism 
of the Holy Spirit. Thus the very beginning 
of the New Testament Church was the result 
of a specific act of obedience to the explicit 
command of Christ. 


2. Peter and John - Acts 4:19; 5:29 


In the early days of the Church Peter and 
John had the opportunity of healing a lame 
man at the gate of the Temple. When asked 
in whose name they did this, they indicated 
that it was in the Name of Jesus Christ of Naz- 
areth (Acts 4:10-12). The result was that the 
Jewish officials, fearing lest the preaching of 
Jesus should cause the crowd to rise up against 
them because of their part in crucifying Him, 
commanded that they not preach in His name 
(Acts 5:28). Peter on two occasions gives the 
classic answer which is a principle of the life 
of the Church thereafter. “But Peter and John 
answered and said unto them, Whether it is 
right in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
rather than unto God, judge ye” (Acts 4:19). 
“But Peter and the apostles answered and said, 
a must obey God rather than men” (Acts 

9). 
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King Agrippa. 


This is the principle that has guided the 
Church in the proclamation of the Word of 
God despite all the opposition to that Word 


down through the ages. As we think of the 
Obedient Church today, we should examine 
ourselves and our Church to see if we are truly 
obedient to the Lord as we should be, even 


if-it means persecution and tribulation. 


3. Philip - Acts 8:26-40 


Another case of obedience in the New Testa- 
ment Church is that of Philip. He had been 
ministering the Word of God in Samaria most 
successfully, and now God tells him to go 
down into the desert area. How he must have 
been tempted to stay where there was the evi- 
dent success of his ministry, and yet, knowing 
that God had bidden him go elsewhere, he 
went. Here was one who, in contrast to Adam, 
did obey God simply because God commanded, 
not because he could reason the whole matter 
through in his own mind. He obeyed God, and 
the result was the conversion of the Ethiopian 
eunuch. It is significant to see that the con- 
version of the individual is important to the 
Lord as He sends Philip to this task. We do 
not know what results this conversion had in 
Ethiopia, though the Ethiopian Church claims 


this man brought the Gospel to them. Certain- 


ly, when we see him in verse 39 going on his 
way rejoicing, we can be sure that he spoke 


of this Gospel to others. 


4. Peter and Cornelius - Acts 10:1 - 11:18 


The first case of Gentile conversion in the 


New Testament came as the direct result of 


the obedience both of Peter and Cornelius to 
the revealed will of God. On the one hand, 
Cornelius obeyed the command of the Lord 


which came to him by the angel (Acts 


10:30-33). On the other hand, Peter, having 
received the vision of the various kinds of meats 
which God declared clean, obeyed the leading 
of the Spirit when the messengers came inviting 
him to come to visit Cornelius (Acts 11:12). 


‘The result was the conversion of Cornelius and 


his family. Here again we see the interest of 
God in the conversion of the individual. Here 


again we see the act of obedience producing 


the fruit of conversion in the life of others. One 
further teaching of this passage is that it is 
clearly God’s will that we carry the Gospel 
to all men, for God does not have respect for 
persons. Do we recognize this as God’s will to 
us? Are we obedient to His command? 


5. Paul - Acts 26:12-20 


In Acts 26 Paul recounts his conversion to 
In this account of his conver- 
sion he indicates the fact that he had been 
specifically commissioned by Christ at that time 
to carry the Gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 26: 
16-18). He explains to Agrippa, “Wherefore, 
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O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto 
the heavenly vision; but declared both to them 
of Damascus first, and at Jerusalem, and 
throughout all the country of Judea, and also to 
the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn 
to God, doing works worthy of repentance’”’ 
(Acts 26:19-20) . 


Think of the tremendous impact that the 
Apostle Paul had on the work of the New Testa- 


ment Church, and ultimately on the world by — 


his obedience to God in this command. Would 
that we were as obedient as Paul to the Great 
- Commission that applies to all the Church and 
to every member today. Think of the impact 
that such an obedience to God would have on 
the world today. 


III. Rule of Obedience 


From all of these cases it is evident that the 
Church should be obedient to the will of God. 
The question may well be asked, “How do 
we know the will of God?” Our Church has 
but one answer to this question. “The holy 
Scriptures of the Old and New ‘Tesstaments 
are the word of God, the only rule of faith and 
obedience.” (Larger Catechism, Q. 3). ““The 
whole counsel of God, concerning all things 
necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, 
faith, and life, is either expressly set down in 


Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence 
may be deduced from Scripture: unto which 
nothing at any time is to be added, whether 
by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions 
men...” I, Ga). 

Christ is the sole Law-Giver in Zion, and His 
Word the only Law book. Far too many for- 
get this fact today. It is sometimes thought 
that our traditions are of equal authority with 
the Word, or that the actions of a Church court 
are of such authority. Of course, if our tradi- 
tions and our Church deliverances are in full 
accord with the Word, then they do have the 
authority of the Word, but when they go be- 
yond the Word or are contrary thereunto, they 
simply do not carry the authority of God with 
them. The power of the Church is to be minis- 
terial and not magisterial, declarative and not 
legislative. The Church is to minister the Word 
and to declare it to the world. 


We may well ask. ourselves if we as individual 


_ Christians are obedient to His Word, to His 


Law? Does our Church declare this Word to 
us, and does it undertake to see to its enforce- 
ment in our lives, and its proclamation to the 
world? If it does not do all that it should in 
this realm, then we should call ourselves and 
our Church to a renewed obedience to Christ 
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our only King and Law-Giver. 


Second Pensacola Theological 
Institute Again Promises 


Outstanding Faculty 
By Rev. Donald C. Graham 


Five eminent specialists in theology, pulpit 
ministry, pastoral psychology, and world mis- 
_ sions compose the faculty of the second Pensa- 
cola Theological Institute, to be held at Mc- 
Ilwain Memorial Presbyterian Church, Pensa- 
cola, Florida, August 31 through September 7. 
Following the stimulating precedent of a sim- 
ilar institute held at Pensacola last September 
and attracting ministers, students, and _ inter- 
ested laymen from seven southern states, the 
institute this year has early promise of having 
an even larger enrollment. 


The preacher at public worship services the 
first Sunday and four week-nights will be the 
Rev. Peter H. Eldersveld, of Chicago, radio and 
television voice of the “Back to God Hour”, 
sponsored by the Christian Reformed Church 
and heard over 450 stations coast to coast and 
around the world. Over two million copies of 
his sermons are distributed annually. Repre- 
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senting the best in Reformed ministry and truly 
a great preacher, he is recognized by countless 
thousands as the leading popular spokesman of 
Reformed Christianity. 


A course in Pastoral Psychology will be given 
by the Rev. William Louis Hiemstra, Hospital 
Pastor of Pine Rest Psychopathic Hospital in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, one of the largest 
Christian mental sanitariums in America. His 
lectures include: “Pastoral Care in the Bible”, 
“Pastoral Care of the Sick’, ‘““The Pastor’s Role 
in Mental Illness”, “Pastoral Care and Psycho- 
therapy”, “Pastoral Counselling”, ‘““The Pastor’s 
Contribution to Mental Health.” One young 
minister who has been surfeited in recent semi- 
nary years with the more liberal approach to- 
Pastoral Psychology expressed enthusiasm that 
the subject would be handled by one well quali- 
fied to represent the best in modern ideas and 
methods but from the viewpoint of supernatural 
Christianity. 

Prof. William <A. McIlwaine, well-known 
Southern Presbyterian missionary to Japan and 
professor of Old Testament at the Reformed 
Seminary in Japan, returns to the states in time 
to be heard at the institute, speaking at the 
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worship services during the last three days. Dr. 
McIlwaine is recognized throughout Japan as 
a leading missionary statesman and educator 
and is now chairman of the interdenominational 
committee planning the Protestant Centennial 
Conference for all Japan to be held in 1959. 


Prof. Roger Nicole of Gordon Divinity School 
in Boston whose lectureships have been heard 
in a half dozen seminaries during the past three 
years and is scheduled for the Payton Lectures 
at Fuller Theological Seminary in 1959, brings 
to the institute an exceedingly rich background 
of theological research. He is a former president 
of the Evangelical ‘Theological Society. He spent 
the past year in special study in his native 
France and elsewhere in Europe. In preparation 
of his thesis for his second earned doctorate, this 
from Harvard Divinity School, Dr. Nicole la- 
bored in no less than forty different libraries 
throughout England, France, Switzerland, and 
the Netherlands. Since this study in the field 
of the doctrine of the Definite Atonement, he 
will be particularly qualified as he lectures at 
the institute on both the Atonement and also 


on the Inspiration of Scripture. In a recent | 


report on his European lectures and speaking 
engagements, he offers this interesting comment: 
“Wherever I went, I found courteous reception 
of the presentation I intended to make and, in 
one gathering of pastors, general acknowledge- 


ment that there seemed to be considerable bibli- 


cal evidence in favor of the doctrine of plenary 
inspiration.” Dr.. Nicole is a most attractive 
lecturer and his classes are sure to be popular 
at the Pensacola Institute. 


Last but not least,- except in alphabetical 
order, we name Prof. J.G.S.S. Thomson, Ph.D. 
who for the past two years has been Associate 
Professor of Old Testament at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary in Decatur, Georgia. Educated 
at the University of Edinburgh and Oxford 
University, this native Scotsman spent eight 
years aS a missionary in French North Africa 
and taught five years at the University of Edin- 
burgh before coming to the states. His Columbia 
students report him to be a much appreciated 
lecturer. His writings are coming increasingly 
into the fore, both in the states and in Europe. 
He will not only cover technical subjects in 
theology and exegesis but will have several popu- 


One of the highlights of the institute again 
promises to be the discussion hour in which 
students bring a wide variety of questions before 
the entire faculty. 


Each afternoon of the institute is reserved 


for relaxation on the broad, white beaches of 
the Gulf or for motor boating and water-skiing 
on nearby Bayou Texar. A visit to the Pensa- 
cola Naval Air Station and historic forts of the 
area is available. 
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@TAX DEDUC- 


for a CHURCH 
EXTENSION ANNUITY 


@ SAFE ... backed by Church Extension 
experience and integrity 


PAYS YOU... up to 7.4% returns 


© PERMANENT ... payments to you are 
sure and regular, with a fixed income 


© COMPLETED GIFT... not involved 
with later legalities 


7 GOOD REASONS 


TIBLE IN PART 
... from your in- 
come 


© TROUBLE-FREE 
checks sent 
promptly; no wor- 
ry about fraud, 
theft, loss 


© YOUR WITNESS 
FOR CHRIST ... 
in the years to come FREE FOLDER 


Write to 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Georgia 


Cost is kept to a minimum, largely through 
the generous provision of the people of Mc- 
Ilwain Church who serve seventeen splendid 
meals for the ‘barest cost of food, nine dollars 
to each enrollee. There is no tuition fee. A 
number of free rooms are provided in homes, 
assigned as available according to the date of ap- 
plication. Other hotel and motel accommo- 
dations are in the range of customary post-season 
prices. 


Lay persons will find the institute thoroughly 
interesting. One elder “came along for the ride” 


last year with his pastor, traveling 350 miles, 


and was amazed and delighted with the stimu- 
lating experience gained in the classes and 
Services. 


Detailed bulletins with class schedules and 
full information, also prices on beach cottages, 
motel and hotel accommodations, as well as 
the actual applications, should be _ secured 
through the Rev. Donald C. Graham, 1214 East 
Blount Street, Pensacola, Florida. Inquiries are 
invited. 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Comparative Summary of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States for the Last Five Years 


Statistics 
1953 
Apr.-Dec 1954 1955 1956 1957 
Synods 16 16 16 16 16 
Presbyteries 84 84 85 85 84 
Ministers 3,068 3,197 3,292 3,353 3,454 
Churches 3,776 3,805 3,852 3,875 3,928 
Licentiates 11 a. 12 9 
Candidates 1,065 1,083 1,137 1,162 1,092 
Licensures 89 48 92 91 95 
Ordinations 150 168 128 146 157 
Pastoral Installations 371 489 437 461 506 
Pastoral Dissolutions 304 330 338 457 404 
Churches Organized 45 48 70 50 68 
Churches Dissolved 8 15 20 ry | 13 
Churches Received from other Denominations 2 
Churches Dismissed to other Denominations  —&—........- 1 2 1 2 
Ministers Received from other Denominations 28 50 34 23 33 
Ministers Dismissed to other Denominations 20 16 24 34 28 
Ministers Deposed, Dropped or Divested of Office 6 5 6 13 6 
Ministers Deceased 41 64 44 56 62 
Ruling Elders 26,664 27,459 28,404 29,274 30,215 
Deacons 31,757 32,794 33,837 34,915 35,914 
Added on Profession of Faith 19,081 27,205 28,310 28,278 27,907 
Added on Certificate and Reaffirmation 37,618 51,772 CE 
59,523 60,170 
63,918 68,954 
Total Communicants 756,773 780,853 807,624 829,675 848,735 
Total Membership (Ministers and Communicants) 759,842 784,050 810,916 833,028 852,189 
Adults Baptized 10,993 14,775 15,131 14,146 13,561 
Infants Baptized 14,708 18,940 19,580 19,654 19,020 
Sunday School Enrollment 613,685 647,379 677,875 701,854 717,585 
Outposts or Chapels 412 387 351 . 846 317 


Tenth Annual Conference 


Presbyterian Men, Synod of Georgia 
May 3-4 


This conference will be held at Rock Eagle 
State Park, 6% miles northeast of Eatonton, Ga. 
on U.S. Highways 120 and 441. 


The opening session will begin at 11 o’clock 
Saturday morning, May 3rd, and the conference 
will end with the Noon session on Sunday, May 4. 
Registration 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Saturday. Be sure 
to register. 


Theme of the conference will be: The Presby- 
terian Church—Her Message—Her Motive—Her 
Mission. Speakers will include Lawrence Walker, 
James Spencer, Francis Pickens Miller, J. W. Hyde, 
John H. Leith, D. B. Walthall and Patrick D. 
Miller. The cost will be $10.00 which includes 
registration, meals and Saturday night lodging. 


For further information, write to the Regional 
Office of Christian Education, 36 Hunter Street, 
S.W., Atlanta, Ga. 


Commencement Plans Announced 
at Arkansas College 


Batesville, Arkansas—The 1958 graduating class 
of Arkansas College will have Chaplain (Colonel) 
John S. Bennett of the United States Air Force 
Academy preach its baccalaureate sermon and Mr. 
William P. Rock, Executive Director of the Ar- 
kansas Industrial Development Corporation, deliver 
the commencement address. The college will con- 


PAGE 18 


fer the Doctor of Divinity degree on Chaplain 
Bennett. 


The Ejighty-Sixth Commencement Exercises on 
May 25 and 26 will inaugurate the use of the new 
Chapel-Fine Arts Building. This $425,000 addition 
to the campus provides greatly needed facilities 
to promote the religious and cultural phases of 
college life. 7 


Chaplain Bennett, a native of Louisville, Mis- 
Sissippi, considers El] Dorado as home. He is a 
graduate of the El Dorado High School, Arkansas 
College (’386) and Union Theological Seminary of 
Richmond, Virginia. During World War II he 
served as Staff Chaplain for the Third Air Force, 
the Army Air Forces in the Pacific Ocean Areas 
and the Strategic Air Force. Among his deco- 
rations are the Bronze Star Medal and the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with three battle stars. 


Following a civilian pastorate in Knoxville, Ten- — 


nessee, after the war, he was recalled to active 
duty and shortly received his appointment to the 
Regular Air Force. After graduating from the 
Air War College and serving an assignment as 


Chaplain for the Headquarters, Northeast Air Com- | 


mand in the North Atlantic area, he came to his 
present assignment as the first Protestant Chaplain 
for the new Air Force Academy. 


Chaplain Bennett is married to the former Miss 
Estelle Demecke of St. Louis, Missouri. They have 
two sons and a daughter. 


Mr. Rock is a native of St. Paul, Minnesota, al- 
though Chicago was his boyhood home. He re- 
ceived his prep school training from the Price-Webb 
School at Lewisburg, Tennessee, and his under- 
graduate and graduate degrees from the University 
of Colorado, where he was an honor student. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte—Thomas A. Keenan has been appoint- 
ed provost of Queens College effective May 1, 


according to a joint announcement made today by 


H. H. Everett, chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
and Dr. Edwin R. Walker, president of the college. 


The position of provost is new in the admin- 
istrative organization of Queens. The responsi- 
bilities will coordinate public relations work, 
alumnae work, the development program, and 
other external relations of the college. 7 


Mr. Keenan has lived in Charlotte for the past 
year as a member of the Ketchum organization 
working on the Queens Centennial Fund campaign. 
He has had a number of years of successful ex- 
perience in public relations and institutional fi- 
nance. 


A native of Texas, Mr. Keenan received the 
bachelor of science and master of arts degrees 
from Hardin-Simmons University with a major in 
economics. His additional graduate work has been 
at Texas Technological College and at Yale Uni- 
versity. He has had college teaching experience 
in economics at both Hardin-Simmons and Texas 
Technological College. 


In announcing the appointment, Mr. Everett 
made the statement, “I believe this is one of the 
most important steps in the progress of Queens 
College in recent years.” President Walker said, 
“The addition of Mr. Keenan to the administrative 
staff of Queens brings the strength of a man of 
proven ability.” 


Mr. and Mrs. Keenan have two daughters, Don- 
nelle, a senior at Myers Park High School, and 
Judith, a sophomore at the same school. They are 
making their home for the present at 3401 Fox- 
croft Road. 3 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Maxton, N. C., April 14, 1958—New officers 
elected by the Alumni Association of Presbyterian 
Junior College at its annual meeting during Home- 
coming Day on April 12 are: President, the Rev- 


erend Denver C. Blevins, New Bern; Vice-presi- | 


dent, Mr. Malcolm Bethune, Fayetteville; Secretary- 
treasurer, Miss Sarah Margaret McRae, Maxton; 


Alumni Trustees, Mr. James Bryan McMillan, 


Charlotte and Dr. R. T. Sinclair, Wilmington. The 
principal speaker at the luncheon meeting held in 
the college cafeteria was Mr. James L. MeNair, 
Jr., Laurinburg, secretary of the Board of Presby- 
terian Junior College and a member of the Board 
of Consolidated Presbyterian College. He was in- 
troduced by Mr. Edwin Pate, Laurinburg, chairman 
of the Board of Presbyterian Junior College. Mr. 
McNair spoke on the future of Presbyterian Junior 


College as a part of the expanded program of 


Christian Education of the Synod of North Caro- 
lina in the Consolidated Presbyterian College. 


Orange Presbytery’s Spring Adjourned meeting 


held in the Presbyterian Church of the Covenant - 


in Greensboro on April 17th enrolled fifty six 
ministers and fifty eight Ruling Elders. Mr. Irvine 
C. Crawford was moderator. A memorial was read 
in memory of the late Reverend Ernest Eugene 
Gillespie, D. D., and a resolution of appreciation 
and sympathy was sent to Mrs. W. Kerr Scott 
lamenting the passing of an eminent churchman 
and former moderator of the Presbytery - Senator 
W. Kerr Scott. 


Rev. John R. Dail was received from Fayette- 
ville Presbytery and a commission was appointed 
to install him pastor of the Black Memorial and 
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VBS 
a lesson in lessons 


A 


BE EARLY 

Order your Sample Kit of Great Commission 

VBS materials TODAY. See these tried and 

proven materials NOW. Get the advantage of 
advanced planning and preparation. 


BE WISE 
Select Great Commission materials for your 
whole Vacation Bible School. Realize the bene- 
fits of a course with full Bible content and 


lesson integrated handwork. Provide your 
teachers with material you can trust for 
scriptural soundness, teaching technique, and 
pupil response. 


454 


Make sure of satisfying results with Great 
Commission materials. Teachers and pupils 
respond to the challenge of purposeful study 
of God’s Word. Make a lasting impression on 
parents with the thorough instruction you give 
their children. 


Complete Sample Kit $3.50 Postpaid 


GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS 


727 Schaff Bidg., Phila. 2, Pa. 


St. Andrews Presbyterian Churches on June 15th. 
The Commission on the Minister and His Work 
reported having approved calls from the St. Paul 
Presbyterian Church (recently organized in 
Greensboro) for Rev. Jerry C. McCann, the Hope 
View Presbyterian Church for Mr. John Eliason, 
a Senior in Union Seminary in Virginia, the Cross 
Roads Presbyterian Church for Mr. Wm. E. Mas- 
sey, Jr., also a Union Seminary Senior, whose cer- 
tificate of transfer was received from Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery, the Dogwood Acres Presbyterian 
Church for Rev. Chas. C. Fitzpatrick and the 
East Burlington Presbyterian Church for Rev. 
Burton M. Sherrod. These are to begin their 
pastorates soon or after Seminary commencement. 


The pastoral relationship existing between Rev. 
C. Linwood Cheshire, Jr., and the Park Avenue 
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Church was dissolved as of June 15th and at his 
request he was transferred to Louisiana Presbytery 
where he becomes Executive Secretary of Church 
Extension. Resolutions were adopted in apprecia- 
tion of his many and varied services to the Pres- 
bytery. His office of Stated Clerk was merged 
with the office of Executive Secretary. 


The Commisssion on the Minister and His Work 
reported having authorized the transfer of Rev. 
J. T. Benjamin to Piedmont Presbytery and Rev. 
J. A. Boyd to Abingdon Presbytery - after having 
dissolved the pastoral relationships. By action of 
the Presbytery Candidate James Watkins was 
transferred to Abingdon Presbytery. 


Rev. Chester Alexander made a progress report 
on Christian Higher Education. Mr. R. A. Short, 
Executive Director of the Presbyterian Home, ad- 
dressed the Presbytery on the affairs and opera- 
tions of the Home. Mrs. Britt M. Armfield, Presi- 
dent of the Women of Orange Presbytery, re- 
viewed the work of the women for the past year. 


In order to further implement the work of 
Church Extension a Church and Manse Building 
Fund was authorized. Rev. Kay M. Misenheimer, 
Permanent Clerk, was nominated for moderator of 
the next meeting. Rev. Lee W. Adkins and Rev. 
Louie V. Andrews assisted as Temporary Clerks. 
Orange Presbytery will hold its next stated meet- 
ing on June 19th in the Stony Creek Presbyterian 


Church. 
R. H. Stone, Stated Clerk. 


Davidson, April 14—Officers of the Davidson 
College YMCA were elected Friday for the next 
school year. 


Vernon Broyles, III of Atlanta, Ga., was elected 
President of the association for the 1958-59 school 
year. Valedictorian of his graduating class at 
Henry Grady High in Atlanta, Broyles has made 
an outstanding record at Davidson. He played 
freshman football and baseball, served as a member 
of the Court of Control and YMCA cabinet. A 
rising senior at Davidson, he is the son of Dr. 
Vernon S. Broyles, Jr. and the late Mrs. Broyles 
of Atlanta. 


Elected to the office of Vice-President was 
Thomas E. (Smitty) Smith of Laurinburg, N. C. 
A student in pre-ministry, Smith was President of 
the Student Body at Laurinburg High. At David- 
son he has served as Vice-President of the Fresh- 
man Council. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. T. E. 
Smith of Laurinburg. 


Tom Colvin of Winston-Salem was elected to 
the office of Secretary of the YMCA. A present 
freshman at Davidson, he was selected for the 


Best Citizens Award at R. J. Reynolds High last 


year. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Colvin. 


Reelected to the position of Treasurer was 
Robert Livingston of Sebring, Fla. He is holder 
of a National Merit Scholarship. A member of the 
National Honor Society, Livingston is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard A. Livingston of Sebring. 


MISSISSIPPI 


McComb — Men of the Mississippi Presbytery 
held their spring rally at the First Presbyterian 
Church of McComb Sunday, April 13. Ralph 
Brewer, of Alexandria, La., past president of the 
Louisiana Synod Men’s Council, was the principal 
speaker. He was introduced by Graham Hicks, 
Natchez attorney, Presbytery president. Follow- 
ing the afternoon business session the men divided 
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into two groups, elders in one and deacons and 
future deacons in the other, to study and discuss 
church work and problems. The ladies of the 
McComb church served supper. Orrick Metcalfe, 
of Natchez, former Mississippi Synod Council 
president, urged the men to register for the Synod 


conference, May 2, 3 and 4, at Roosevelt State 2 


Park. : 


TEXAS 


Schreiner Institute — Dr. B. O. Wood, Pastor- 
emeritus of the First Presbyterian Church of San 
Angelo, Texas, and former chairman of the Board 
of Tr. stees of Schreiner Institute, will deliver the 
baccalaureate sermon at Schreiner’s commencement 
exercises on Sunday, May 25. 


Dr. W. M. Logan, pastor of the University Pres- 
byterian Church of Austin, will deliver the com- 
mencement address on Monday, May 26. 


A feature of the commencement activities will 
be the dedication on Sunday, May 25, of the $500,- 
000 Gus Schreiner Student Center, funds for 
which are being made available through the recent 
fund-raising campaign by the Synod of Texas for 
its agencies and educational institutions. 


TENNESSEE 


Rev. Marvin F. Bryant has resigned his pastorate 
of the Rosemont Presbyterian Church, Bristol, 
Tenn., to join the Billy Graham team during the 
San Francisco Crusade. 


Mr. Bryant has added 112 new members during 


his two years at Rosemont and in addition taken 
a degree at the East Tennessee State College, grad- 
uating cum laude in August, 1957. | 


In September Mr. Bryant plans to enter the 
University of Edinburgh for further study and 
later hopes to devote his ministry to the field of 
evangelism within the bounds of our church. 


News From the Mission Fields 


Mexico 


Miss Lettie Beaty, of the Toluca mission station 
in Mexico, reached the United States on April 15, 
to begin her furlough year. She is in Charlotte, 
N. C., where she will remain until July. 


Miss Beaty has served in Mexico since 1921 
as an evangelistic - educational missionary. She is 
a native of Mooresville, N. C., and is a member of 
Prospect Presbyterian Church of that city. 


Korea 


The Rev. and Mrs. George Thompson Brown of 
Kwangju station, Korea, announced the birth of 


a son, Bruce Perrin, on April 10. The Browns 


are on furlough, and the son was born in Richmond, 


Va. The couple have four other children, two . 


daughters and two sons. 


The baby boy joins a minority group in his 


family, for both parents and the two younger of 
the other four children were born in the Far 
East. Mr. Brown, an evangelistic missionary who 
is also administrative head of Kwangju Bible In- 
stitute, is the son of Dr. and Mrs. Frank Brown, 
and was born in Kuling, China. Mrs. Brown is 
also the daughter of missionary parents, Dr. and 
Mrs. Joseph Hopper, and was born in Kunsan, 
Korea. Mr. Brown is a member of Kings Moun- 
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tain Presbytery, and Mrs. Brown is a member of 


Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, Richmond. 


Congo 

Miss Charlotte McMurray of Moma station, Bel- 
gian Congo Mission, arrived in this country April 
16 on regular furlough. She will make her home 
during furlough year in Winchester, Va. | 

An educational missionary, Miss McMurray first 
went to the Congo as a teacher of missionaries’ 
children, on a short term appointment. In June, 


1947, she was given a regular appointment. She. 


is a member of the Falling Waters Church in 
Hedgesville, W. Va. | 
The Rev. and Mrs. Earl S. King, Jr., and their 


two small children are scheduled to leave May 25 


from Luluabourg, Belgian Congo, for return to 
the United States on their furlough year. The 
couple have been serving in Mboi station in the 
Congo Mission, where he is an evangelistic mis- 
sionary, and she a nurse. Mr. King, the son of 
veteran Congo missionaries, Rev. and Mrs. 


Earl S. King, Sr., is a member of Montgomery 
Presbytery. Mrs. King, the former Miss Virginia 
King of Churchville, Va., is a member of Stony 
Creek Presbyterian Church, Burlington, N. C. 

The Kings will make their home in Mission 
Court, Richmond, Va., during furlough. 


COOPERATIVE EVANGELISM. Robert 0. 


Ferm. Zondervan, 1958, 100 pp. 75c. 


As a study of historic evangelism this book will 
be of interest because of its analysis of the meth- 
ods used by evangelists from the time of John 
Wesley to Billy Graham. 

As an apologetic for cooperative evangelism the 


book reveals a situation in American church life 
which needs exposing and correcting. Because this 


- controversy centers in Billy Graham, his messages 


and his policies, Dr. Ferm has done a considerable 
amount of research work and this is reflected by 
an unusually long bibliography and references, all 
of which will help lift the discussion out of the 
ro of personal opinion and into one of historical 
act. 


Opposition to Billy Graham comes from the two 
theological extremes: extreme liberals reject Mr. 
Graham because they have already rejected the 
Gospel which he preaches. On the other hand, the 
extreme fundamentalists claim to accept the Gospel 
but they vociferously attack Mr. Graham because 
of his willingness to preach under any sponsorship 
so long as there shall be no restriction of any kind 
on the message he preaches. 

As a rule the extreme liberal tends to ignore 
Mr. Graham. It is true that there have been some 
caustic references to his preaching but usually 
the criticisms are temperate and objective. 


This is not true for the extreme fundamentalists. 
Some of them seem obsessed with the determina- 
tion to “tear Graham down,” and the language 
used, the willingness to distort and the energy and 
time used in writing articles, letters, and in broad- 


casting attacks is in itself evidence of their tenuous 


position. 
That this opposition comes largely from men 
who have long since left their denominations to 
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enter into separatist and independent work is sig- 
nificant and what they lack in numbers they com- 
pensate for in noise and heat, and usually with 
very little light. 7 


Dr. Ferm writes: “Those who are in disagree- 
ment with the inclusive policy of Billy Graham have 
repeatedly mentioned the major evangelists—Whit- 
field, Wesley, Finney, Moody and Sunday—inti- 
mating that his cooperative policy is novel as 
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well as unscriptural. ‘I‘hey would leave the im- 
pression that from Jonathan Edwards to Billy 
Sunday not one of them evinced a tendency to 
include in their evangelistic campaigns those who 
had not been proven orthodox. Some of the op- 
posing articles imply that these leaders in evan- 
gelism actually investigated the participants in 
their crusades in order to eliminate the heterodox 
from sponsoring responsibilities. 


“Convincing indeed are the historical records of 
the methods and associations of these proclaimers 
of Christ. Sponsorship of campaigns was the least 
of their concern, and sponsorship and cooperation 
is the crux of the entire controversy that is carried 
on today by the hyper-fundamentalist spokesmen. 


“In order to give strength to a campaign against 
Billy Graham and inclusivism they have often been 
guilty of serious errors in the use of historical 
records.”’ 


Chapter two gives an excellent definition of 
the meaning of evangelism, showing what it is and 
what it is not. Making certain distinctions between 
preaching and teaching we find in this particular 
chapter an effective answer to those who would 
have Mr. Graham step out of his role as an evan- 
gelist and into one of social reformer. 


We read: “‘To say that Billy Graham is an evan- 
gelist is merely to express a fact that is almost 
global knowledge. Nevertheless, he is an evangelist 
in the narrower sense, and it is for this particular 
ministry that God has so evidently called and 
anointed him. He is a proclaimer of the evangel, 
namely, the glad tidings of salvation for all men 
through a deliberate act of faith in the finished 
work of Jesus Christ in his vicarious death and 
triumphant resurrection.” 


Regarding sin and judgment Dr. Ferm 
writes: ‘‘There is an oversight that has caused 
so much confusion and misunderstanding. When 
a few have even said that there is an over- 
emphasis upon sin and judgment in the preaching 
of Billy Graham, they overlook the fact that grace 
and mercy are best revealed against the darker 
background of sin and judgment. As Wesley 
somewhere stated: ‘I preach the law in the strong- 
est, the closest, the most searching manner pos- 
sible.’ Only as the people became convinced of 
sin did he ‘mix’ more and more Gospel... to 
raise into spiritual life those whom the law had 
slain.” This has been true of every major evan- 
gelist, and the confession of Moody is commonly 
known: ‘I must not preach hell unless I can preach 
it with tears.’ 


“In making his study of evangelism, W. E. 
Sangster concluded, ‘all great preaching in the 
past has been delivered against a background of 
sin and impending judgment and all true preach- 


> 


ing still must be’. 


Chapter four, “Cooperative Evangelism in His- 
tory’’ makes up almost one half of the entire 
book. This will prove invaluable to all who would 
know the position of the great evangelists of his- 
tory. That Mr. Graham has followed in their 
steps is obvious to all who will face the array of 
evidence here presented. 


The author begins his concluding chapter with 
these words: “Having examined the policy of Billy 
Graham from the perspective of history and the 
Scriptures, it has been shown that he is neither 
out of harmony with the major evangelists, nor 
is his policy contrary to the Scriptures. He has 
not conducted his crusades with the attitude of an 
opportunist, doing evil that good may come, but 
he has sought for both message and method in the 
Scriptures.” 
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A PERSONAL WORKER'S POCKET TESTAMENT 
“The Testament for Fishers of Men” 


Over 500,000 sold in America, and over 100,000 
sold in foreign lands. Enthusiastically endorsed by 
hundreds of ministers and personal workers, in- 
cluding Doctor Howard Kelly, of Johns Hopkins 
Hospital; Dr. Dan Poling, Editor Christian Herald; 
James McConkey, noted Christian leader; Dr. 
Walter Lingle, former president of Davidson 
College. 


There are 22 pages of practical suggestions for 
soul winning built upon the Lord’s own figure of 
“fishing.”” One page giving God’s answers, book, 
chapter and verse, covering every objection which 
may be raised by a critical “prospect.” 


It is the King James version, without comment, 
but with an introductory paragraph at the begin- 
ning of each book, explaining its purpose and a 
keyword. | 


The booklet is neatly bound in black leather, 
with thin paper and gilt edges, the title stamped 
in gold letters. The price is $3.25. If desired 
and so stated, a fisherman will be etched on the 
flyleaf, signed by the author. 


Order from 
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Later we read, ‘“‘The transformed lives of both 
rich and poor, learned and illiterate, moral and 
immoral, ministers and laymen, all bear witness 
to the undiminished power of the Gospel that came 
to them because Billy Graham dared to _ enter 
in where separatists feared to go, fearlessly pro- 
claiming Christ as the answer to the need of the 
longing heart. What if he had insisted upon 
screening and excluding men of different opinions 
and views from his own, thereby excluding many 
who sensed their need? The question might be 
asked, ‘Who then would carry the message?’ Many 
evangelists would welcome the opportunity. But 
they, having placed a false interpretation on the 
teaching of separation, have lost the ear of the 
unchurched and the unreached masses. 


“But it is not enough to demonstrate the cor- 
rectness of an inclusive cooperative policy of 
evangelism. There is another matter of greater 
importance. It is the matter that Jesus placed 
highest in the category of Christian qualities, 
namely Christian love. A very wise man once 
said, ‘He that covereth a transgression seeketh 
love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth 
very friends’ (Prov. 17:9). Hence, the genuinely 
Christian disposition is not one of self-justification, 
but of love. Separatists have attempted to prove 
that they are right, but in their attempt they have 
neglected a far more important Christian virtue. 
Love is first in the list of the fruits of the Spirit. 
It is the outgoing love of the redeemed personality 
which is the manifestation of the love of God shed 
abroad in the heart of the believer.”’ 


The opposition of the separatists probably stems 


‘from a number of motives but it also evinces a 


very low estimate of the saving and keeping power 
of the Holy Spirit, and of the Church. Deploring 
the policy of permitting those who make decisions 
for Christ to “go to the church of their choice,”’ 
they limit the power of the third Person of the 
Trinity. 


There is also an ethical phase which they would 
ignore. Mr. Graham feels that any pastor who 
cooperates in a Crusade in which he know 


the 
great historic doctrines of the Christian faith with 


be preached has the right to receive into his church 
those who make decisions and then so indicate 
their preference. 


This controversy in which the separatists are 
so active assumes ridiculous proportions because, 
when analyzed, it places more importance on spon- 
sorship than on the message itself. That our Lord 
gives ample precedents is ignored. That Paul 
preached on Mars Hill under the sponsorship of 
the pagan Stoics and Epicureans is conveniently 
forgotten. 


Dr. Ferm concludes with these words: “The co- 
operative policy of evangelism leaves the door 
open for the entrance of any and all who desire 
to have the Gospel preached with unparalleled 
effectiveness. Every true Christian has a great 
responsibility for being identified with the work 
of God. The words of Jesus are perennially true, 
‘He that gathereth not, scattereth.’ 


“One of the tragedies of contemporary Christen- 


dom is that some once-honored and used evan- 


gelists, men who once knew the power of God in 
their preaching and whose altars were once filled 
with repentant sinners, no longer preach the Gospel 
with power, much of their time being apparently 
spent with others of like mind in concerted attack 
on some of God’s servants. By word of mouth and 
printed page there continues to pour forth a vol- 
ume of criticism, abuse and even distortion which 
must bring great joy to the enemies of the Cross. 
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The Strong Comfort 
of GOD 


E. Lee Stoffel. Faith demands everything 
a man has—its reward is the assurance 
and strong comfort of God. Here is help 
for the stress of daily living, for the 
anxiety that besets our age. In a power- 
ful challenge, Dr. Stoffel calls men to 
accept the call of Christ, and with it 
abundant life. $3.50 


Out of the Whirlwind 


William B. Ward. Why do the righteous 
suffer? Those troubled by great pain 
or loss will find new comfort in this il- 
luminating study of the book of Job— 
the story of a righteous man and his 
search for the reason for his suffering. 
This is an excellent guide for adult 
groups and individuals who wish to study 
Job. $2.50 


His Kingdom Is Forever 


E. Lee Stoffel. From the days of Abra- 
ham to the time of Christ, the Bible’s 
teachings about the Kingdom of God are 
Se here in all their glory. Man is 

rought face to face with the breath- 
taking reality of this Kingdom—and his 
choice concerning it. 7 $3.00 
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“Most important of all, these are days when 
Christians should join hands in prayer for every 
fruitful work of making Christ known. It is a time 
when we should unite in prayer of thanksgiving 
and praise, of asking God’s guiding and sustaining 
hand to rest on all who are preaching the unsearch- 
able riches of his grace. Let us uphold and not 
hinder!’’ 


The reviewer noted a few typographical errors 
which will undoubtedly be corrected in future 
editions, and we predict a wide reading of this 
book because of its valuable historical data as 
well as its satisfying defense of cooperative evan- 


elism. 
—H.B.D. 


THE CHURCH FACES THE ISMS. Arnold B. 
Rhodes. Abingdon Press. $4.50. 


The purpose of this book is to help Christian 
leaders in the church to prepare themselves to 
deal effectively and fairly with specific organized 
and unorganized movements which challenge main- 
line Protestantism in particular ways. By “main- 
line Protestanism” the writers mean that com- 
posite body of larger Protestant denominations 
which have a basic harmony and theological position 
and a cooperative spirit and program. The issues 
discussed here are controversial and the authors 
recognize that both objective and subjective factors 
play a part. Each writer in this symposium has 
endeavored to recognize the positive values in an 
ism, while disagreeing with certain positions. 


There are 14 chapters in this volume and each 
presents a brief historical sketch of the ism, a 
statement of its characteristic features, an evalu- 
ation of the movement, a suggested methodology 
for facing the ism, suggested projects for further 
exploration and a carefully selected and balanced 
bibliography. 


One of the finest chapters is the Unit Two, 
written by Dr. Andrew K. Rule. The subject is 
“Sects and Isms in Historical Perspective.’ Dr. 
Rule is to be commended for defining his terms. 
Many writers fail to do this and this failure creates 
a great deal of confusion. The author makes some 
fine distinctions that should be kept in mind in 
dealing with a subject of this kind. He writes, 
“In distinction from a sect, an ism may be re- 


garded as a more or less coherent body of doctrine | 


which has not been accepted as official by any 
established or pret church but which has not 
objectified itself into a dissenting party. It is 
from the standpoint of the established or parent 
church that the dissenting opinion is called an 
ism and the dissenting party is called a sect.” 


With the instinct of a great historian, Dr. Rule 
shows that some sects have been of real value to 
the church in a secondary manner. He notes, 
“Though it itself is unwholesome, it may be that 
very fact startles the leaders of the more settled 
institutions into a reaction that is wholesome or 
it —_ occasion the formation of a new sect or 
ism that must be judged to be beneficial. For 
example the ec ow effect that Protestanism 
had on the Catholic Church has caused some Roman 
Catholics to ey it in this way and some loyal 
members of the Church of England similarly evalu- 
ate Methodism.” 


Professor L. C. Rudolph presents a judicious 
study on “Fundamentalism” in Unit Three. In his 
introduction to this chapter the author observes, 
“Fundamentalism is an ism of defense. Against 
the violator moving in upon his faith, a Christian 
marks a line; here he will stand and fight. Some 
features of the faith are under fire. To yield on 
these will make the faith, no faith. This is no 
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time for long thoughts on the whole of Christian 
truth. This is the time to stop the enemy and 
save the day. Fundamentalists have often been 
honorable if not always lovable in the story of the 
faith.”” Most of this chapter is marked by a fair- 
ness. On page 64 we find, however, the statement 
to which we must register disagreement. The 
author states, ““‘When the point of substitutionary 
atonement becomes man’s recital of what God must 
do to be God or to satisfy justice, it approaches 
blasphemy.”’ We are not sure what the author 
had in mind in making this statement but on the 
fact of it, it sounds like sub-standard theology. 
The truth is, as our Confessional Standards affirm, 
Christ did die to satisfy divine justice. And St. 
Paul stated that Christ did this in order that God 
may be just and the justifier of those who believe 
on Christ. 

Dr. W. D. Chamberlain discusses ‘‘Dispensational- 
ism” in Chapter 5. He points out the errors in 
dispensationalism and counsels, “In order to cope 
with dispensationalism, church leaders must know 
the theology of their church and the content and 
teaching of the Bible thoroughly.” 

Dr. W. A. Benfield offers a chapter on “Racism”. 
He quotes heavily from UNESCO. He argues elo- 
quently for integration. It would be hélpful had 


Dr. Benfield presented the results of how inte-_ 


gration is working out in his own congregation. 
Dr. Kenneth Foreman discusses in Unit 13 “The 

Naturalism, Scientism, Modernism.” We find our- 

selves in agreement with a number of Dr. Fore- 


man’s ideas in this chapter but must register a 


vigorous dissent when he implies on page 267 
that Adam is not a historical character. He seems 
to agree with the neo-orthodox theologians that 
Adam is only a symbol and type of all men. 
‘Rather than one historical man who for a time 


lived a perfectly sinless life.” ; 


One of the most practical chapters is by Pro- 
fessor Morton Hanna on “Secularism.” He con- 


ceives of secularism as a way of life that leaves. 


God out of account. He points out that there 
are various degrees of secularism and many peo- 
ple are under this spell who think they are Chris- 
tians and who may even be active members of the 
church. 

Despite the fact that we are unable to endorse 
all of the positions taken by some of the authors 
of this symposium, we feel that it is an enlight- 
ening volume and one that could be of service 
in refuting the errors the Christian faces in our 
day. Certainly one of the most helpful features 1n 
this volume is that each chapter closes with topics 
for further discussion. 

—J.R.R. 
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